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Abstract 
The Covid-19 pandemic has created the largest disruption of education 

systems in human history, affecting nearly 1.6 billion learners in more than 

200 countries. Closures of schools institutions and other learning spaces have 

impacted more than 94% of the world’s student population. This has brought 

far-reaching changes in all aspects of our live. Social distancing and 

restrictive movement policies have significantly disturbed traditional 

educational practices. Reopening of schools after releascation of restriction is 

another challenge with many new standard operating procedure put in place. 

This study analysed the current situation of students. The educators of 

vocational and technical education offer a proposal that optimizes the work of 

vocational educators professionals in the current context of teaching and 

learning in Nigeria. 
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Introduction  

The COVID-19 pandemic has created the largest disruption of education system 

in human history, affecting nearly 1.6 billion learners in more than 200 countries of the 
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world. Closure of schools, institutions and other learning centres have impacted more 

than 94% of the world’s student population. This has brought far-reaching change in all 

aspects of our lives. Social distancing and restrictive movement policies have 

significantly disturbed traditional practices (Kerale,2021). A recent literature has 

emerged that examined the effect of COVID-19 on economic activities 

(Fermander,2020,Dikeson,2020,MCkibbinand Fermander 2020, Alitiget-al,2020,Ozili 

and Arun,2020). Yet the recent literature has not examined the effect of COVID-19 on 

economic aggregates in developing countries such as Nigeria. 

The current context under the threat of the pandemic as a result of COVID-19 is 

causing a series of transformation in the different spheres of social, political, labour, and 

economic life. Different governments have launched emergency policy initiative based 

on the suspension of classes and closure of educational centres of continue teaching 

activities from the homes telemetrically through the use of information and 

communication technologies to be able to stop the number of infections. This study 

focused on the consequences of the pandemic in the field of education. Specifically, in 

the paradigm shift that is assuming the transfer from face-to-face teaching to online 

teaching on how education professionals must face adaptation to the new global context 

through the online modality, a movement that has occurred and is occurring in a frantic 

and abrupt way. Consequently, education professionals are carrying out a process of 

assimilation towards new circumstances with a few difficulties, causing situation of 

high level of stress. A survey of more than 10,000 teachers revealed that 92.8% of 

teachers suffered emotional exhaustions, stress, anguish, or anxiety due to confinement 

and distance education excessive bureaucratic tasks, under instructions, lack support in 

teleworking, and lack of technical means were the main problems pointed out by 

teachers possible difficulties facing such policies include poor online infrastructure, lack 

of teacher training, information gap, and complex home environment. To address the 

specific problem of teacher training, this analysis suggest teacher training through a 

series of a training guidelines. 

This analysis is based on significant deficit in digital competence and 

knowledge of the use of ICT by education professionals. These questions become a 

crucial issue in the current context of school closing and the necessary adaptation of 

online teaching. Different empirical studies have reported the improved of teachers 

digital competence. 
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In this sense, there are studies that report an alarming difference between the 

competence that teachers should have developed digital competence and the one they 

already have. This study has confirmed the existence of an important gap in the teacher 

training in the use of ICT and its implication in the classroom. 

 

Nigeria Literature 

The literature on economic crisis is vast Morale and Sachs (1989), in their 

analysis of economic crisis in Bolivia, shown that Bolivia suffered from external 

shocks, including the rise in world interest rate in the early 1980s, the cut off in lending 

from the international capital markets, and the decline in world prices of Bolivia’s 

commodity experts. Bolivia also witnessed hyper-inflation from 1968 to1085,and many 

well-connected rent seeking individuals made large profit in thehyperinflation. 

Anybody with access to official foreign exchange from the central bank purchased 

cheap dollars and sold them at higher rate and made excess profit in black market. 

Similarly, commercial banks that took deposit at zero interest were amount at high 

normal interest rates. The government extended large amount of low-interest loans to 

politically powerful land owners which become grants to them as a result of the hyper-

inflation (Morales and Saches, 1989). 

Honkapohja and Koskela ((1999) shows that, in the 1990s, Finland experience a 

deep depression as its GDP dropped to about 14% and the unemployment level rose 

from 3% to almost 20% .This was caused by both bad luck and policies. But luck took 

the form of external shocks such as the collapse of trade with the formal soviet union in 

1991 while bad polices took the form of a poorly designed financial regulation and 

mistaken policy reactions at the onset of the crisis. There was also high private sectors 

indebtedness which increased structural unemployment, and this explained why there 

were few jobs creation economic recovery (Honkapohja and Koskela, 1999). 

Nigeria witnessed two economic crisis within a decade. The 2009 economic 

recession was caused by a combination of after –effect 2009-8 global financial crisis, 

poor loan under writing process, bad risk management practices and poor corporate 

government of Nigerian banks (Saruess, 2010). Banks were a major cost of 2009 

economic crisis. On the other hand, the 2016 economic crisis was caused by unexpected 

decline of oil revenue which affected Nigeria’s foreign reserve (Adeniran and Sidiq, 

2018). This led to massive balance of payment deficits combined with an already high 

debt burden which plunged Nigeria into its second recession in a decade. 
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Some Nigerian studies on COVID-19 have emerged in the recent literature. 

Olapegba et al (2020) assessed the knowledge and perception of Nigerian about 

COVID-19. They found that some Nigerians have misconceptions about COVID-19, for 

instance, some respondents believed that is a Biological weapon of Chinese 

government. These suggested that evidence-based campaign should be intensified to 

remove misconceptions and promote precautionary measures. Ozili(2020) shows that 

Nigeria had the highest cases in Africa between March and April. Ohiaet all (2020) 

predicted that the effect of COVID-19 will be servere in Africa because African 

countries have fragile health systems. They argue that Nigerian’s current national health 

system cannot respond to the growing number of infected patients who require 

admission into intensive care units.  They suggest that Nigeria should explore available 

collective measures and interventions to address the COVID-19 Pandemic. Jacob  et-al 

(2020) shown that the COVID-19 pandemic higher institutions in Nigeria through the 

lockdown of schools, reduction  of international education, disruption of academic 

calendar of higher institutions, cancellation of local  and international conference, 

creating teaching  and learning gap, lost of manpower in the education institutions, and 

cut in budget  of high education. Adegboye et al (2020) examined the early transmission 

of COVID-19 in Nigeria, and shown that the COVID-19 cases in Nigeria were lower 

than expected. Adenomon and Maijama (2020) examined the impact of COVID-19 on 

the Nigeria stock exchange from the 2
nd

January to 16
th
 April, 2020. The result revealed 

that a lost in stock return and high volatility in stock returns during the COVID-19 

period in Nigeria.                     

 

Consequences of closing school during the pandemic 

The consequences of the closure of education center has affected the entire 

population suffering from this situation caused by the pandemic situation, but even 

more so in the most disadvantaged countries. According to LINESCO, there are a 

number of factors that are seriously affected: 

1. Disruption of learning: Since the closure of school implies a deprivation of the 

right to education and to their own personal development. The more access to 

education is limited, the greater the damage caused by the closure of 

educational centers  

2. Food: As there are a large number of children and young people who only have 

the food they receive in school for free or at a minimal cost. 
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3. Poor training of parent for distance learning: This circumstance is due to the 

low education level of the parent, so that once again, the most disadvantaged 

families are harmed to a great extent. 

4. Unequal access to information and communication technologies: The lack of 

resources, once again, increases the digital divide, which lead to a difficult 

obstacle to overcome to access learning from digital platforms. 

5. Lack of childcare: As a result of parent having to leave the house to seek the 

livelihood of the family, the children are left alone in the houses, and with it, a 

series of very negative consequences raise. 

6. Economic consequences and increased unemployment: parents with young 

children have to stay at home to care for their children, which causes a loss of 

wages and damages the productivity of the region. 

7. The previous situation is further aggravated when it comes to health personnel 

who must leave their job, which is very necessary in a pandemic situation. 

8. After prolonged closure of schools, the possibility of the dropping out of the 

students who do not return after the closure order is completed increases. 

Other international reports are positioned along the same line. This is the case 

of the organization of Ibero-American States for Education, science, and culture (OEI), 

which focuses on the consequences of the closure of centers at the higher education 

level in three blocks. First, the effects on the student learning. From this aspect, there 

have been investigations showing that the 10% reduction in the duration of educational 

instruction decreases by 1.5% of the standard deviation, although more recent studies 

have affirmed that with the use of information and communication technologies (ICT) 

under an appropriate approach, learning should not be impaired or diminished by the 

interruption face-to-face classes. In fact; a meta-analysis was commissioned by the 

United States Department of Education, in which virtual learning was compared to face-

to-face learning. The analysis was very conclusive and reported that the mean effect 

was a 24% higher standard deviation for virtual learning. Second the effects on future 

students wages. Regarding this consequence, the decrease in salary stands out in those 

students who suffered a closure of their training centers and consequently saw their 

level of learning decrease with the corresponding downward labor remuneration. 

Finally, the effects on the educational dropout rate. As already mentioned, the closure of 

school may result in an increase in dropout rate. This is how UNESCO reports in its 

document on the adverse consequences of school closure by the COVID-19 
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Pandemicand other previous research  that have analyzed the achievement of student 

who suffered school closure. 

In addition to allthese element, the pandemic has revealed a series of 

consequences that must be taken into account at the educational management level. A 

recent report [19] highlighted several problems facing the educational system. The 

pandemic has forced the immediate transfer of teaching to the online modality without 

time to carry out authentic planning and a modification of the curriculum design to 

adapt it to the online modality, which has led to “remote teaching of emergency”. 

On this matter, these researchers highlight that teachers and administrators must 

take into account,that student may not be able to attend online training immediately, 

resulting in an ultimately delivering of assignments. For this reason, flexibility with 

deadlines for assignment within courses  course policies I, and institutional policies 

should be considered. An example of this is the action plan  carried  out by the United  

States Department  of  Education that has relaxed some  of  the  requirements and  

policies  against COVID-19 such as content adaption, flexibility in evaluation criteria/ 

or the adaptation of methodological elements to online teaching. In this crisis situation , 

it is necessary to carry out a deep reflection on the evaluation and promotion process of 

the students and take into account the collateral effects that a drastic increase in the 

number of students who would have to repeat the subjects would cause. 

 

Working During COVID 19: Training Needs of Vocational Teachers in the Fact of 

a Paradigm Shift  

Faced with such exceptional circumstances caused by the pandemic as a result 

of COVID 19, in a context in which schools have closed their doors in 185 countries 

and government administrations have ordered the transition to the tele-training of 

students, it has manifested the need to train teaching staff in the use of different 

technological tools, in order to adapt the different elements of the curriculum to the new 

context of a pandemic. We are facing a change in the educational paradigm in which 

online training through ICT has ceased to be an option in the teaching methodology and 

has become a necessity in these times of pandemic in order to continue with the student 

learning process.  

The Word Education Monitoring Report  concludes that only 40% of adult in 

upper – middle –income countries are able to send an email with an attachment. Recent 
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research shows deficits in relation to digital competence and low-medium teacher 

training, although teaching staff showed a positive attitude toward ICT. 

On the other hand, there is also another essential question so that the 

professional work of teachers can adapted to online education. It is the fact of how 

prepared schools are to face these changes toward virtual teaching. On this matter, the 

2018 PISA report reported the results of a survey carried out on the management of 

educational centers. The survey reflected that between 30% and 80% had the 

professional skills and resources to learn how to integrate digital devices into teaching. 

The countries that stood out the most were fundamentally South Korea, the Nordic 

countries, Canada, and the united states, with proportions between 70 and 80% . 

The sudden metamorphosis of teaching activity from the face-to-face model to 

the online modality reveal the existence of three gaps: the access gap (having or not 

having access to connection and technological devices); the use gap (time of use and its 

quality); and the gap in teacher skills, availability of resources, and adaptation of online 

platforms to support teaching). This digital gap makes the distances between families 

with more and less resources ever greater, as is occurring during the period of 

confinement. 

Technological and, particularly in recent years, the internet, have influenced the 

way of learning, working, and socializing by modifying the concept of distance and 

time in access to information. This reality has required the development of new 

personal, social, and professional skills. In this sense, transforming information into 

knowledge requires reasoning skills organize information, relate it, analyze it, 

synthesize it, and make inferences and deductions of different levels of complexity. 

Another study analyzed the experiences and methodological conceptions of 

teachers in primary education on collaborative learning with webQuests and MOOCs 

(massive online open courses) in the curricular area of social sciences. The results 

obtained demonstrate the educational need to transfer and integrate, in an operational 

and functional way, the progress and generalization of information and communication 

technologies in teacher training curricula. Specifically, the research reported low or very 

low values in the teaching staff in relation to the knowledge of the technological 

resource along the line of other investigations.  

On the other hand, several investigations have pointed to a series of factors that 

are present when teachers face the inclusion of the technologies and apply them in their 

teaching work. These are: 
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 The high motivation that teachers present for increasing their competence in the 

use of technologies. 

 A perception of poor knowledge in use of technologies. 

 Despite then large number of training activities, the competence in the use of 

technologies has not improved sufficiently. 

 The teacher has the perception their competence is greater in tools denominated 

as traditional than in management of the technologies. 

On the other hand, teaching staff, as a teaching worker, must also adapt their 

work methodology, which implies carrying out a training process that serves as a guide 

to assimilate the context caused by the coronavirus crisis. In this sense, it is necessary to 

approach teacher training in the use of ICT in two lines of work: firstly, the acquisition 

of different levels of competence of teachers in ICT and, on the other hand, the 

improvement in a series of pedagogical, social, ethical, technical, and school and school 

management. 

As for the first proposal, we assumed the line of segura, candioti, and medina, 

who exposed the different levels of training that teachers can achieve with respect to 

their competence of the use of ICT. These are: basic, referring to those competencies 

that are necessary for the performance of specific teaching position and that requires 

mastering specific applications. 

Regarding the second proposal in teacher training in the use of ICTs  

established the following dimensions to be addressed in teacher training: instrumental, 

acquiring minimal competition in the use of ICT; to master of the own language of the 

ICT to carry out the codification and decoding of messages; curricular, any medium is 

susceptible to be included in the teaching program; pragmatic, to know how to 

differentiate the purpose of each medium with respect to the proposed objectives; 

psychological, to recognize that ICT can develop specific cognitive skills; a producer 

and designer to facilitate the teacher to achieve levels of competence that will make 

them a designer of educational applications; selection  and evaluation oriented toward 

the acquisition of selection and evaluation capacity; critical to contribute to a realistic 

perception of the use ICT; organization, which contribute reach the objectives set; 

attitudinal, to foster positive attitudes in the use of ICT by students; researcher, to make 

teacher aware that this not only applies to the technologies in the classroom, but also 

can be an innovative agent; and communicative, to be able to create various 

communication scenarios. 
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Challenges of Teaching and Learning 

With the availability of a sea of platformsand online educational tools, the users 

both educator and learners face frequent hiccups while using it or referring to these 

tools. Some of the challenges highlighted by many researchers are summarized as 

follows: 

Broadly identified challenges with e-learning are accessibility, affordability, 

flexibilities,learning pedagogy, lifelong learning and educationalpolicy (Murhatroid 

2020). Many countries have substantial issues with a reliable internet connection and 

access to digital devices. While in many developing countries the economically 

backward children are unable to afford online learning devices, the online education 

poses a risk of exposure increase screen time for the learner.  Therefore, it has become 

essential for students to engage in offline activities and self-exploratory. Lack of 

parental guidance, especiallyfor young learners, is another challenge as both parents are 

working. There are practical issues around physicalworkspaces conducive to different 

ways of learning. 

The innatelymotivated learners are relatively unaffected in the learning as they 

need minimum supervision and guidance, while the vulnerable group consisting of 

students who are weak in learning face difficulties. Some academically completed 

learners fromeconomically disadvantages background are unable to access and afford 

online learning. 

The level of academic performance of the students is likely to drop for the 

classes held for both year-end examination and internal examination due to reduced 

contact hour for learners and lack of consultation with teachers when facing difficulties 

in learning/understating (Sintema, 2020). 

Students assessment are carried out online with a lot of trial and error, 

uncertainty and confusion among the teachers, students and parents. The approach 

adopted to conduct online examination varies as per the convenience and expertise 

among the educators and the compatibility of thelearners. Appropriatemeasures to check 

plagiarism is yet to be putin place many schools and institutions mainly due to the large 

number of students’population. The lockdown of schools and college has not only 

affected internal assessment and examination  for the main public qualification like 

General certificate of secondary education. 

 

 

 Impact of Covid-19 Pandemic on Teaching and Learning: Implications on Vocational Technology 

Educators in Nigeria - Esther A. Yibakuro; Otibhor Oamen and Dr.  Benjamin Ani 



10 
 

Academic Discourse: An International Journal Volume 12 No. 1, September, 2021: ISSN 2277-0364 

 

Conclusions 

The pandemic caused by the COVID-19 diseases is leaving devastating 

consequences in society from a social, health, political, educational, andlabour point of 

view. In the educationfield, a paradigm shift is going on that goes beyond the merely 

methodological. The fact the different educational administration have had to carry out 

a transfer of theeducational system from face-to-face teaching to online teaching at a 

speed of real urgency is causing the use of ICT to have gone from one more 

methodological resource to a necessary solution so that the teaching and learning 

process isinterrupted, thus avoiding the collapse of educational system worldwide. This 

has been an educational, but also a health measure since the closure of schools and 

adoption of online education would help stop the spread of the pandemic. 
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